Laburnum Farm

Laburnum Farm was built in the mid-eighteenth century.  A branch of the Pollard family lived here and worked the farm at the end of the nineteenth century and early twentieth century.  The farm had barns at the back.
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Laburnum Farm before the First World War.  
On the left is the 1877 extension to the school.
Photo from: Willaston’s Heritage by E.C. Bryan
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The Old Red Lion and Laburnum Farm in the 1950s
Photo from: Yesterday’s East Wirral 1860-1960 by Ian Boumphrey 

The farm building had several businesses associated with it:

Doctors – the Doctor surgery was in the front room on the left in the 1940s but had moved to another building by 1951. The Doctors were Dr Selby and Dr Simpson. 
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Hairdresser – The building was owned by the Ruddock Family, certainly in the early 1950s and Kathleen (Kay) Ruddock ran a hairdresser shop from it in the single-storey extension to the left of the building.  Kay Ruddock was quite a character, known for her singing in the choir and solo performances at village shows.  
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Ruth Hampshire remembers: 
 ‘The shop had a light blue coloured leatherette sofa seat for waiting.  There was a sliding door that led into the farmhouse.  As children we would sit on a piece of wood that had been fashioned to balance across the arms of the hairdressing chair to raise us to a height the Christine (the hairdresser) could work from.  Whilst waiting in the shop I would often sort the rollers and pins into the appropriate trays – a good way to keep a child occupied whilst Mum was under the hood drier.’ 


[image: ]
Advert from Willaston Parish News December 1962

Chiropodist - a chiropodist held sessions from the building in the 1950s.

Video Library
This was initially in the building to the left of the house but later moved into the butchers, when Dean Taylor ran it.  Ruth Hampshire remembers that when it was in the butchers, the letter box had to be moved down as videos broke when they were returned!
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After the video library closed, this side of the building was converted to apartments.  

Sarah Kincey, a singer lived in Laburnum Farm in the early 2020s and entertained people during the lockdown period in 2020.
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Laburnum Farm from the green in 2023


The Neston Road entrance continued as a business:

Butchers - a butcher’s shop facing Neston Road ran from probably the 1920s. and that it had earlier also been used as the Doctor’s surgery.  Some of the butchers running the shop were:
· Bert Wright (with Winifred as cashier) 
· Archie Mowat
· John Davis
· Bob Kane
· Dean Taylor

[image: ]Advertisement in Willaston Parish News December 1962

Keith Edwards delivered orders for Archie Mowat on Saturdays when he was a boy.  He had a bike with a basket on the front.  At the time meat was still rationed and people used corned beef as a joint for their Sunday roast.  Each piece of meat has the bill attached using a pin to hold it in.  
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Dean Taylor was particularly known for his window decorations. On this occasion, his daughter was getting married and the shop was decorated in white (photo: Margaret Callender)
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In this photo, the shop was decorated for the wedding of the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge.

Wedding Planner – ran from the Neston Road entrance after the Village Butchers closed but was noted for never being opened.  At this stage, the shop was named ‘Oak View’.
[image: No photo description available.]















Picture from WR&CS Facebook site

Oak View Delicatessen – ran for two years from 2020 

[image: ]Victoria’s Sandwich – an artisan bakery that opened in 2020
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