Village Millstone

._" P /TN L4

L &.&Nﬁ \§-

<

e 5 R it
e .

Photo: artin Eves

The millstone on the Little Green was installed in 1996. It is from Willaston
Mill, which used to be a working mill. The stone originally ground wheat into
flour, oats and beans into cattle food. The stone could be over 100 years old
and is made of Millstone Grit, a durable and coarse variety of sandstone. It
would have been placed at the very top of the Mill and driven by a central
shaft which fitted onto the iron moulding welded into the stone.

The design of the millstone village sign was by Dennis Williams, a local village
artist, who also designed the clock on the Memorial Hall, following a
competition for the best design.

The sandstone plinth was worked by John Sanderson, a local stonemason,
using sandstone recovered from local village sites. The name ‘Willaston’ is
carved on a slab or York stone by Alan Roberts.

Two time capsules are buried below the structure, one provided by Willaston
Residents’ and Countryside Society and one by Willaston C of E School.

The contents of the time capsules are:

e Pair of children’s socks
e Toothbrush



Floppy disc

CD of Gloria Estefan

Tape of classical music

Golf ball

Piece of soap

National Trust biro pen

Village Silver Jubilee bookmark

Calculator

Knife, fork and spoon

Key ring of Willaston School

Coins used in 1996 and what they will buy

Ordnance Survey map of Chester, including Willaston

Marks and Spencer green plastic carrier bag and receipt
Postage stamps

Ladybird books — Tom Thumb and Cinderella

Small photo album with 12 photos of Willaston village

Willaston Primary School Energy Saving awards

‘My Home Region — Willaston’ by Matthew Bode

Package from the Pugh family with letter, photos and magazines
Village Walks leaflet

List of village organisations on one side and Johnston Recreation
Ground newsletter of June 1995 on the other

Calendar — Cheshire School holidays

School uniform booklet

Football Junior League programme

House of Commons envelope to Mrs Drew at the Primary School
RAC card — Breakdown services

Tesco price list

School newsletter

Cheshire Adventure and Discovery Programme for Summer 1996
Raffle tickets of School May Fair 1996

Parish News for May 1996

Small book of recipes and handy hints

Small book of sweet flavourings and recipes

Explanatory letter about the idea for the village sign and time capsule



The capsule also contains a scroll of 250 signatures of Willaston residents in
1996, which is reproduced below

Adding their names to the scroll, from the left: Margaret Kennedy, Ingid
Harlan-Taylor, Lillian Williams and project organiser Mary Daugherty.
Photo from a press cutting, unknown paper
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