Willaston Social Centre

In 1971, there was a plan to develop the Church Hall into a village social
centre by expanding the existing building to the side and rear, to develop it
into a Social Centre. There would be a social room and bar, along with
refurbishment of the existing interior of the church hall.

The plan was to get a co-ordinating committee together of all community
groups, which would be known as the Willaston Social Centre Co-ordinating
Committee. This group would develop these plans and undertake fundraising
to put them into effect.

A letter in December 1971 to the Memorial Hall explained:

There is absolutely no question of the Social Centre wishing to displace any
... bookings in the Memorial Hall or restricting present amenities. The Social
Centre stands for an improvement in all Village Social facilities, an expansion
of accommodation to meet growing needs which need not rely on the
generosity or charity of village residents to keep it all in first class condition...
On a management committee the number of representatives (of village
organisations) should exceed the number of elected members (of village
residents) and the committee thus formed may then co-opt a limited number of
other members. It is hoped that the Willaston Social Centre Co-ordinating
Committee of organisations representatives (now formed) will develop in this
direction.

At the time, there had been an increase of 14% in Willaston’s population since
1966 and it was estimated that future developments would result in a further
50% increase. Village societies totalled 22 in 1966 and had risen to at least
30 by 1972.

Although these plans did not get off the ground, the proposed make up of the
committee membership formed the basis of the Willaston Residents’ Society
and continues with the Willaston Residents’ and Countryside Society.



Letter to Mrs MacDonald asking for a representative for the committee from
the Playgroup:
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At n seoting of orgasisatiorn A% the Chure: ¥nll on Trwrodsy ,21ot Cotcher
tae gongensus of opinion vis bthat £t wos desirablo for the Millsotan Seeinl Consve
to fom a co-ordinabing comzittee of Villuge orgsnlsstions. It i3 not mesiblo boro
to sumiarize the brond discuscions whideh took slace and resulted in & raurosentative
fron one Villoge Organinaticn propocing and another reprecentative fron o 4{dTersnt
village orzonisation seconding tio motion that Village Orsondcations alould be
imvited to send one regresentotive o wttond mootinge of tho Willacten Goedal Centre
Comordinatizg Committes, This mobion wis cerried wnanimously,

In accortance with the dooires of the mouting I reapeetfully request that
you afvise the undersigred of tho nano and adircao of £ werson aypeinted Lo bLe
your rexr.oontative or altermatively that your evgnuisatisn declincoc tido Luvitation,
If 2o roply in reocdved &b Wil be deeced that tha orpandaation hap deolinoed the
1writation,

It shoud? be oxplatiud that the Willaston Sossal Ceatre wich to involve the
or unisstions 4n tle developaits videh oould nffeet thes snd evontuzlly fre. this
ce-exdinabing consitbee &nlobiish a Qeneral Conaittoc to imnago Villogo Scoinl
&Jﬂith}c.

For your guidsice snd to ¢anblo imwdiate prograns to e male attached is
the Agende for the Jirst sseting of the eo-ardireting comitszeo,

Yoursc sdncercly

L Moo,

B.V.Kpowlos
Jagistant Secrotary
¥illnsten Social Centre

Aote: Lvery atterpt hos bosn zade %o elreulate a1l cergarisctions flthough thore ig
oo cougtvlisroive lint in exintence, Depresentatives are being called fron 2l) known
icdopendont orpardactions io not fra oub erpanisctions,



