What is the Residents’ Society?
As Willaston does not have a Parish Council, the
Willaston Residents’ and Countryside Society was
formed to:

Protect and improve the environmental
amenities of the village and its surroundings;

Preserve and encourage village cultural and
social activities;

Represent the views of the village and monitor
matters of common interest.
Anyone who lives within a radius of two miles of the
village green is automatically a member of the society.
The committee consists of officers and resident
representatives elected at our AGM, representatives
from local organisations and the local councillor. We
are all volunteers who give our time freely and do not
claim expenses. A full list of our committee members,
our constitution and minutes of our meetings can be
seen on our website:
www.willastoninwirralresidents.org.
If you would like an email alert when minutes are
posted on the website, please use the ‘contact page’
on the website to request this.

Planning
A key item at every meeting is to look at the latest
planning applications in our area and comment on
them. Our general principles in commenting are:

to protect the Green Belt area around Willaston
so that we remain a rural community;

to preserve the Conservation area within the
village and maintain its unique character.
In the past few months, we have been particularly
concerned at the number of applications that have
been on the Green Belt land and have put in detailed
objections to them. These have included applications
in Mill Lane, off Hooton Road and in Lydiate Lane
which were all attempting to overturn the long held
principle within Willaston that there should be no new
development outside the defined village inset, as
confirmed by the District Community Plan
consultation.
A monthly planning report, detailing the applications
made and our submission to CWaC Planning
Department is available on our website.

What’s On?
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These are the main events over the next few
months. For more details keep an eye on
noticeboards and our website:
Sunday 27th Sept - 160th Anniversary for
Christ Church. Special service at 10am.
Sunday 27th Sept - Signal box opening at
Hadlow Road Station at 2.30pm.
Saturday 10th October - Royal British Legion
Coffee Morning; 10am - 12 noon.
Saturday 7th November - Christmas Card
Fair, Memorial Hall; 9.30am -12 noon.

Friday 25th September 2015
7.30pm in Willaston Memorial Hall
Do you want to know what is going on in your village?

Saturday 21st November - Festival Society
AGM;11am Memorial Hall.

How Can I Get Involved?
If there is a particular issue you would like to
raise, the first 15 minutes of each meeting is
open to any resident to discuss issues with us.
Please contact us if you would like to attend.
You can also contact us through the ‘Contact
Us’ page on the Society’s website. Alternatively,
you can write to us c/o The Chair, 11 The Courtyard, Willaston CH64 2UT.
We keep a list of volunteers that we contact
periodically if there are roles that we need
people to fill or one-off opportunities for
volunteering in the village. If you would like to
help out, in big ways or small, please email us
and we will add you to our volunteering list.

www.willastoninwirralresidents.org

Funded by CWAC New Homes
Bonus Community Fund

Annual General Meeting

Saturday 21st November - Music and fish and
chips fundraiser for the Church.

Sunday 13th December - Santa’s grotto at
Hadlow Road Station.

Free to Willaston residents

Willaston Residents’ and Countryside Society

Sunday 8th November - Remembrance
Sunday. Parade leaves British Legion at
10.30am, service at war memorial at 10.50am
and then in the church.

Friday 11th December - Hadlow Green
Singers Christmas Concert at Christchurch.
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Would you like to contribute to and influence any decisions?
The AGM has presentations and discussions on:


Progress with forming the new Friends of Hadlow Road Station group.



Progress on the Play Area development.



Improvements to our local footpaths

We will aim to keep the formal discussions to 1½ hours. allowing plenty of opportunity for you to make
your comments and also to join us for cheese and wine/juice and informal discussions after the meeting.

We want to hear your views so do come along!
Friends of Hadlow Station invite you to the opening of the newly refurbished signal
box on Sunday 27th September at 2.30pm. It should be a fantastic afternoon with a
brass band welcoming visitors and dignitaries including the Ellesmere Port Deputy
Mayor. The Hadlow Green Singers will sing some railway themed favourites and a
visit is anticipated from a former station worker who worked here in the 1930’s.
Refreshments and entry tickets cost £4. Tickets bought in advance also include a free raffle ticket. For
further information contact Hilary Booth on 342 8325 or Joan Butcher on 327 5191.

Post Office Changes
The move of the Post Office into Martins
has caused many residents concern. We
have had a representative from the Post
Office attend our meetings twice to discuss
their plans where we used these
opportunities to reflect the views of local
residents. We also submitted detailed
comments on the consultation which have
been incorporated into the new Post Office
set up in Martins.
We are concerned that the disabled access
into the shop has not been fully provided
and have been in contact with the Post
Office about this. We are also monitoring
the services offered and the queues
resulting from this change.
Please let us know what you think - positive
as well as negative perspectives!

20mph Zone
The introduction of the 20mph zone has
resulted in a significant decrease in traffic
speed through our village. The largest
decrease is in the centre of the village (near
the florist) where monitoring has shown an
average reduction from 27.8mph to
21.7mph. Very little traffic now goes at over
30mph - 1.6% compared to 25.8% before
the 20mph zone was implemented.
At either end of the zone (beyond the
school and by the Green), the 20mph zone
has had less impact but traffic speed has
still decreased.
The zone is enforced by volunteers working
with the PCSO. If you would be interested
in helping with this please contact us.
This reduction is largely due to local
residents who have obeyed the restrictions
and so slowed down other traffic. Thank
you for your support.

Councillor’s
Column
Cllr Myles Hogg writes:
I am very grateful for the support many of you gave me
on 7th May at the local election, which allowed me to
continue my work as your local Councillor. I am now
busy dealing with the many issues you raised during the
election campaign.
We face a constant battle with litter, which continues to
spoil our lovely village and its surroundings. The first of
the litter picks by community minded local residents took
place on Saturday 15th August and more will follow. I
have organised these sessions to see if we can clean up
our streets and hedgerows and keep them clean. I fear it
will prove an ongoing problem, but one we need to tackle.
Please volunteer if you can. Every little helps!
My Councillor’s fund will provide a new cooker in the
Memorial Hall. If you have a community project which
could be assisted, please let me know.
My monthly Surgeries continue. Dates are on the notice
boards. Please keep in touch. I am here to assist you if
possible.
Phone: 0151 327 4096
Email: myles.hogg@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk

Willaston Lottery
Did you know that Willaston has its own lottery? This is
the main source of funding for the Residents’ Society
and enables us to meet regularly and help fund projects
in the village. There are currently four prizes each month
of between £15 and £25. Tickets for 2015 -16 are now
available and cost £12. If you would like to join in, ring
Hilary on 0151 327 8325 or go to our website.

Website Apology
Unfortunately we had some technology issues with our
website and it was out of action for a couple of months.
Emails also will not have reached us. We are now up
and running with a completely new site. Do visit us on
www.willastoninwirralresidents.org.
We apologise for any difficulties this has caused.

Footpaths
Over the past few months, you may have seen new way marker post cropping up
around the village. Thanks to funding from Merseyside and West Cheshire Ramblers, we have been able
to purchase the posts and a dedicated team of volunteers has been steadily erecting them. The
Willaston Rangers and Scouts Groups have also helped. We hope these will help you and other visitors
enjoy the Willaston walks as colour coded in the map above. Full descriptions of the walks and a downloadable leaflet are available on our website.

Play Area
The first stage of the play area improvements was
officially opened on 6th August 2015 by funders,
representatives from the Council and local children.
We will now seek to raise funds for the second
stage. This will include:

a large climbing unit for older children;

additional swings for older children;

a concrete table tennis table;

a roundabout.
This will cost approximately £35,000. If every household in Willaston donated £5, we could achieve this.
Please consider putting money in our collection boxes in the Village Butcher and Willaston Barbers or
sending a donation. For more information about the play area, ring Sarah Shannon on 0151 327 5318.

