What is the Residents’

Planning

Society?
As Willaston does not have a Parish Council, the
Willaston Residents’ and Countryside Society was
formed to:

Protect and improve the environmental
amenities of the village and its surroundings;

Preserve and encourage village cultural and
social activities;

Represent the views of the village and monitor matters of common interest.
Anyone who lives within a radius of two miles of
the village green is automatically a member of the
society.
The committee consists of officers and resident
representatives elected at our AGM, representatives from local organisations and the local
Councillor. We are all volunteers who give our
time freely and do not claim expenses. A full list of
our committee members, our constitution and
minutes of our meetings can be seen on our
website:
www.willastoninwirralresidents.org.

A key item at every
meeting is to look at the
latest planning applications in our area and
comment on them.
Our general principles
in commenting are:

to protect the Green Belt area around
Willaston so that we
remain a rural
community;

to preserve the Conservation area within
the village and maintain its unique
character.
In the past few months, we have successfully
fought an application to build five new homes
behind Fairways on Hooton Road on the grounds
that this is Green Belt land. We were also
successful in objecting to a plan to convert two
agricultural outbuildings in Lydiate Lane into
residential use based on new regulations allowing
some conversions on Green Belt land on the
grounds that these had not been used for agricultural purposes as required by the rules.
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Footpath Improvements

Willaston
From 21st November 2016, Willaston will be receiving
a new mobile library service, which will replace the
service currently in the Methodist Church.
The Mobile Library Service offers a current and wide
range of stock including adult and junior books and
also audiobooks. With internet connectivity and access
to the web based Library Management System,
customers have access to stock across the local
authority and are able to make reservations and
update their accounts. Mobile Library staff can also
provide online council information and an enquiry
service.

A monthly planning report, detailing the
applications made and our submissions to the
Council Planning Department is available on our
website.

We are currently searching for a CHAIRPERSON
to head up the Festival Society. We need someone with organisational skills who can lead,
delegate, coax and cajole both the organising
team and a large bank of willing volunteers.
There is also a vacancy for a SECRETARY who
can take care of the legal matters.
Interested? Need more information?
j.oliver@mitchellgroup.co.uk

The service will stop every three weeks outside
Willaston Memorial Hall from 2pm to 5pm.

How Can I Get Involved?

Your Festival Society needs you!

Email

If we are unable to fill these positions by 28th
February 2017, we will need to wind up the
organisation, which will be a shame.

www.willastoninwirralresidents.org

If there is a particular issue you would like to raise,
the first 15 minutes of each meeting is open to any
resident to discuss issues with us. Residents are
also welcome to attend the rest of our meetings,
as observers. Please contact us if you would like
to attend.
You can also contact us through the ‘Contact Us’
page on the our website. Alternatively, you can
write to us c/o The Chair, 11 The Courtyard,
Willaston CH64 2UT.
We keep a list of volunteers that we contact
periodically if there are roles that we need people
to fill or one-off opportunities for volunteering in
the village. If you would like to help out, in big
ways or small, please email us and we will add
you to our volunteering list.

New Mobile Library Service for

Thanks to funding from Councillor Hogg’s
Members’ Budget and further support from
Cheshire West and Chester Council, a
new metal walkway has been installed
along footpath 32, which runs from the
housing by Pollards to the Wirral Way.
This area often gets flooded due to the
pond next to it, so should make it much
easier to walk along in the winter. We
are grateful to our Footpaths Officer who
has put in a lot of work on this.

Dates for future Mobile Library visits are:

Monday 12th December 2016

Monday 23rd January 2017

Monday 13th February 2017

Monday 6th March 2017

Monday 27th March 2017

We are now on
Facebook
Keep up with everything going on in
Willaston by following us on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/willastonresidents/

Works on the Wirral
Line
Over the course of the first six months of
2017, there will be renewal work on the
Wirral line. This will be carried out in three
phases:
3rd January—12th February

Councillor’s
Column

There is a lot going on during December. Here are some of the main events:

On 18th May, I was made the Sherriff
of Chester, a great honour indeed. I
am the 896th person to be Sheriff as the office dates
back to 1121AD.

Thursday 1st December
Christmas Lights Switch-on on the Green. There will be carols from Hadlow
Green Singers at 5.45pm followed by the lights switch-on at 6pm, with a
special visit from Santa. Mince pies, mulled wine and soft drinks available.

My year of office is proving hectic but rewarding, as I
meet organisations mainly run by volunteers who give
their time and energy for our society. How very much
like Willaston where volunteers keep alive so many of the
local clubs and society we all enjoy and rely on.

Friday 2nd December
PTA Christmas Fair in the school from 3.30pm.

My local issues list continues to be dominated by traffic
and parking issues, planning applications and hedge
cutting matters, especially at this time of the year.

Fridays 9th, 16th and 23rd December
Willaston Country Christmas Markets in the Memorial Hall 9-11am. In addition to their usual produce,
they will be selling a range of home-made Christmas cakes, puds, mince pies, stollen, tiffin, brandy butter etc. Christmas hampers can also be tailor made and delivered locally.

13th February—29th May
Wirral Line trains will run to James Street
on weekdays and to Birkenhead Central
during weekends, except for bank holidays
and the Saturday of the Grand National,
when they will go to James Street.

New Homes Bonus monies, which I help administer will
pay for four editions of this newsletter, support the play
area, provide inside storage facilities in the Pavilion on
the Johnston Recreation Ground amongst other worthwhile projects.

30th May—18th June
Wirral Line trains will run to Birkenhead
Central.
Jan Chaudhry-van der Velde, Merseyrail’s
managing director, commented: ‘The work
that Network Rail will undertake next year
is essential for maintaining the safe and
reliable operation of the infrastructure built
in the 1970s, however we do not underestimate the inconvenience this will cause
to our Wirral line passengers in the short
term. We will work with Merseytravel to
finalise alternative travel arrangements,
including a rail replacement bus service.’

Christmas in Willaston

Cllr Myles Hogg writes:

My Councillors’ Fund has given support to the work of
Friends of Hadlow Road Station, which is fast becoming
the tourist attraction it ought to be and I have also used
the fund to contribute to the second phase of the Play
Area Improvement Plan.

Wirral Line trains will run as far as Birkenhead Central.

.

The dates of my monthly surgeries continue to be
published on the village notice boards. You can also
contact me on: 0151 327 4096 or email:
myles.hogg@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk.
May I take this opportunity to wish you all a very happy
festive season and a prosperous new year.

Friends of Hadlow Road Station
Congratulations to the Friends of Hadlow Road Station
who have installed a kitchen and achieved a 5* Environmental Health rating. The first official opening of the café
was held on Sunday 30th October when nearly 100 people
came and sampled the catering delights; running the
volunteer catering staff off their feet. Visit the café again
between 10am and 2pm on Sunday January 29th.
The Group also had a successful celebration of 150 years
from when the station was first open, despite challenges
from the weather. The plaque for the kitchen was unveiled
by Terry Robinson who was the first Ranger to live in the
Station Master’s house in the 1970s.
Shrubs also continue to be planted, and other improvements are planned.

Sunday 4th December
Toy and Christingle service at the Methodist Church at 10.45am—suitable for children

Sunday 11th December
Santa’s Grotto at Hadlow Road Station from 1pm to 4pm. Mulled wine, light refreshments and
entertainment. Visits to Santa should be booked in advance and children will receive a gift. Tickets are
required. Adult tickets cost £5 and are available from Hilary (0152 327 8325), but all children’s tickets
have already been sold.
Carols by Candlelight at 6.30pm at the Methodist Church
Wednesday 14th December and Tuesday 20th December
Santa’s sleigh will tour the village, leaving the Nag’s Head at 6.15pm on both evenings. On the 14th
December, the sleigh will visit roads to the West of the village and on 20th December, it will visit roads
to the East, including Hadlow Road.
Sunday 18th December
Nativity service at Christ Church at 10.45am
Nativity service at the Methodist Church at 10.45am
Nine lessons and Carols at Christ Church at 6pm
Monday 19th December
Churches carol singing around the village
Tuesday 20th December
Carols on the Green at 7.30pm. Join in carols with Birkenhead School Band. Hot and cold drinks and
biscuits on sale in the Memorial Hall.
Saturday 24th December
Christingle Service at Christ Church at 4pm;
Christmas Night Service at Christ Church at 11.30pm
Sunday 25th December
Short Family service at the Methodist Church at 9.30am
Christmas Day Communion at Christ Church at 10am

Merry Christmas to all our Residents

