What is the Residents’ Society?
As Willaston does not have a Parish Council, the
Willaston Residents’ and Countryside Society was
formed to:

Protect and improve the environmental
amenities of the village and its surroundings;

Preserve and encourage village cultural and
social activities;

Represent the views of the village and monitor
matters of common interest.
Anyone who lives within a radius of two miles of the
village green is automatically a member of the society.
The committee consists of officers and resident
representatives elected at our AGM, representatives
from local organisations and the local councillor. We
are all volunteers who give our time freely and do not
claim expenses. A full list of our committee members,
our constitution and minutes of our meetings can be
seen on our website:
www.willastoninwirralresidents.org.
If you would like an email alert when minutes are
posted on the website, please use the ‘contact page’
on the website to request this.

What’s On?
These are the main events over the next few months.
For more details keep an eye on noticeboards and
our website:
Saturday 14th May Tidy up at Hadlow Road Station
Saturday 28th May Country Market on the Green
Sunday 29th May

Jessica Weaver’s Trike Ride

Sunday 5th June

Tidy up at Hadlow Road Station

Fri/Sat 15/16 June

Hadlow Green Singers Concert

Saturday 18th June Rotary Club Book Sale
Sunday 3rd July

Colour Run on Wirral Way

Sunday 3rd July

Willaston’s Hidden Gardens

Monday 4th July

Friends of Hadlow Road meeting

Friday 8th July

PTA Summer Ball

Saturday 6th August Horticultural Show

www.willastoninwirralresidents.org

Planning
A key item at every
meeting is to look at
the latest planning
applications in our
area and comment
on them.
Our general principles in commenting are:

to protect the Green Belt area around
Willaston so that we remain a rural
community;

to preserve the Conservation area within
the village and maintain its unique
character.
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Welcome Back to the

In the past few months, we have been
particularly involved in the travellers’ site next to
Brook Meadow in Heath Lane. The Council
wished to close this and their decision went to
appeal. Our planning officer submitted written
views spoke against the site staying as this site
is on Green Belt land. However, the decision
was quashed and a further three years’ granted
to the travellers because of health issues of
some of the residents.
A monthly planning report, detailing the
applications made and our submission to
Council Planning Department is available on
our website.

How Can I Get Involved?
If there is a particular issue you would like to
raise, the first 15 minutes of each meeting is
open to any resident to discuss issues with us.
Residents are also welcome to attend the rest of
our meetings, as observers. Please contact us
if you would like to attend.
You can also contact us through the ‘Contact
Us’ page on the our website. Alternatively, you
can write to us c/o The Chair, 11 The Courtyard,
Willaston CH64 2UT.
We keep a list of volunteers that we contact
periodically if there are roles that we need
people to fill or one-off opportunities for
volunteering in the village. If you would like to
help out, in big ways or small, please email us
and we will add you to our volunteering list.

22 Bus Service!

The 22 bus service now goes to Chester every
hour, leaving the Green at 56 minutes past the
hour.
The service goes to West Kirby at 45 minutes
past the hour.
The service runs every day except for Sundays
and Bank Holidays.

Since September 2014, Willaston has not had a
regular bus service to Chester or West Kirby. This
was because a new service - the X22 - was
established which ran along the Chester High
Road between West Kirby and Chester. The
resulting competition meant that it was no longer
economical for two services to run. However, the
X22 service has now been withdrawn and we are
pleased that Avon Buses has reintroduced the 22
service to run through the village again.
This service is completely unsubsidised and therefore will only continue if it is commercially viable for
Avon Buses. It therefore really is a case of
USE IT OR LOSE IT.

Noticeboard
Have you noticed the smart new noticeboard on the Green? This
was funded after discussions at the Residents’ Society through
Myles Hogg’s Councillors’ Budget. A key to the end window is
available at Martins to put information up about local events but
please remember these guidelines to enable the best use of the
limited space on the board:

Posters should be no bigger than A4;

Advertise events for only two weeks;

Events should be local to Willaston;

Private advertisers are not permitted.
Use of the board is monitored and notices are removed if they do not follow these guidelines.
There is also a noticeboard for people living at the other end of the village by the entrance to the
Recreation Ground

Spar Deliveries

Councillor’s
Column

Cllr Myles Hogg writes:
My ‘in tray’ continues to be very
busy with many issues, some of
them longstanding ones, such as dog fouling; bad
parking and the speed of vehicles through our village.
The Residents’ Society has written to Spar
about problems with deliveries, seeking to
discuss options for improving the situation. If
you spot times when the road is blocked,
please let us know, preferably with a photo,
date and time.

Update on
Hadlow
Road
Station
After several months of uncertainty, Cheshire
West and Chester Council has agreed that
part of the station building will be converted
into a small kitchen for the Friends of Hadlow
Road Station to use to serve light refreshments at events. This conversion work will
start shortly and the toilets are likely to be out
of use whilst the work is undertaken.
The kitchen will provide the Friends with basic
facilities although suitable white goods,
crockery etc will need to be purchased.
Thanks also go to Western Link who have
provided a grant of £1,000 towards this.
This is a very welcome announcement and
particularly well-timed as we approach
summer and the 150th anniversary of the
opening of Hadlow Road Station this year with
celebrations scheduled for Saturday 1st
October 2016.
The Friends has regular tidy up sessions at
the Station, as well as plans to carry out
bigger projects, such as refurbishing the
station telephone kiosk and renewing the
existing railway track. If you would like to get
involved or for more information visit the
Friends’ page on our website or their facebook page:
www.facebook.com/
FriendsOfHadlowRoadStation/

The 20 mph zone in Neston Road has reduced the
average speed by around 6 mph which has helped the
situation but we must now look at other roads which
continue to be frequented by speedsters.
A new anti-dog fouling campaign will be
launched later this year. What a pity that a small
number of residents make this necessary by refusing
to pick up their pets’ poo.
My Councillors’ fund has paid for the new village
notice board. If you have community schemes for my
fund, which the Council has now cut from £10k to £5k
per annum, please let me know.
Planning issues continue to cause upset, particularly
applications on green field sites which I resolutely
oppose. The Inspectors’ decision on the travellers’
site on Heath Lane was disappointing.
The dates of my monthly surgeries continue to be
published on the village notice boards.
Please contact me on: 0151 327 4096 or email:
myles.hogg@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk.

Footpath
Improvements

Our Footpaths Officer works
hard to ensure that the local
paths and bridleways are in
good condition, liaising regularly with the council.
We have been focussing recently on Footpath 32
which runs from behind Pollards to the Wirral Way.
This is a popular path that gets very muddy and
difficult to negotiate. Through funding from Myles
Hogg’s Councillors’ Fund, we have arranged tor a
metal platform to go over the worst part which should
be installed shortly.
If you have any concerns about local footpaths, email
willastonfootpaths@outlook.com or contact us
through our website:
www.willastoninwirralresidents.org

Willaston Play Area Improvements

.

Improved pathway
Over the past few months, the Residents’ Society has continued to work with the Council to improve the
play area. Following the changes made in June 2015, we received a lot of feedback. Mostly this was
positive but people were less happy with the new path that was put in. The intention was that this was to
provide access to people with pushchairs or wheelchairs but the feedback was of disappointment that it
was not of sufficient quality for children to use it for scooters and bikes. Over time, a large quantity of
recycled glass embedded in the path also began to rise to the surface. After discussions with the
Council, they agreed to replace the path with a tarmacked surface, which is now enjoyed by local
children.
Next steps
We have spent some time consulting with parents and children about
what other improvements they would like to see at the play area. We
have now drawn all of this together into a plan
for the next stage. Our aim is to provide three
more pieces of equipment (see the pictures):

a large climbing unit which incorporates
monkey bars, a slide and a rope course.

A roundabout which is level to the ground.

A play tractor.
The existing slide and adventure trail will be
removed to make space for the new equipment. It
is likely the slide will go to another play area in Cheshire.
The cost of doing this comes to an estimated £50,728.
Lottery
We will now be launching our fundraising campaign. We need to raise
about £8,000 within Willaston before going to local trusts for the rest of the The Residents’ Society are
able to support the Play
money. So far, we have £4,600, thanks to Myles Hogg’s Councillors’
Fund, Willaston Village Festival Society, the Residents’ Society and
Area Fund through our
donations made by individuals in collection boxes at the Village
Willaston Lottery. If you
Butchers, Willaston Barbers, Style and Beauty and Martins. Can you would like a chance to win a
help? If every household gave £2, we will easily reach this target. Please
consider giving a donation using the form below or holding a fundraising prize each month and help
local causes, ring Hilary
event to support the play area appeal.
Booth on 0151 327 8325 or
Together we can make these plans a reality.
go to our website.

Play Area Fund
Yes, I can support the play area fund.
I enclose a donation of ……..

I am able to hold a fund raising event.

I can get match funding through my work.

I can help in other ways

Name ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Address ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Phone ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Email ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Please return this form to WR&CS Play area, c/o 24 Old Vicarage Road, Willaston CH64 2XD

