What is the Residents’
Society?

As Willaston does not have a Parish Council, the
Willaston Residents’ and Countryside Society was
formed to:
•
Protect and improve the environmental
amenities of the village and its surroundings;
•
Preserve and encourage village cultural and
social activities;
•
Represent the views of the village and
monitor matters of common interest.
Anyone who lives within a radius of two miles of
the village green is automatically a member of the
society.
The committee consists of officers and resident
representatives elected at our AGM, representatives from local organisations and the local
Councillor. We are all volunteers who give our
time freely and do not claim expenses. A full list of
our committee members, our constitution and
minutes of our meetings can be seen on our
website.
Website: willastoninwirralresidents.org.
https://www.facebook.com/willastonresidents/

Debris on Roads
and
Pavements
Over the past few months, there has been a
noticeable increase in the amount of debris that
accumulates on our roads and pavements. This is
a particular problem in Autumn, when trees are
shedding leaves and after stormy weather.
Please can we ask all householders to do their bit
by keeping the area in front of their house tidy and
cutting back overhanging trees and bushes. Any
foliage growing over or onto footpaths should be
cut back regularly to the property’s boundary.
Where these become a particular problem, we will
contact householders to ask them to be cut back.
Ultimately, the Council may decide to do this work
and they charge the householder if no action is
taken.

Planning
A key item at every
meeting is to look at the
latest planning applications in our area and
submit comments to the
Council.
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Our general principles in commenting are:
•
to protect the Green Belt area around
Willaston so that we
remain a rural
community;
•
to preserve the Conservation area within
the village and maintain its unique
character.
A more detailed document explaining how we
respond to planning applications is available on
the planning page of our website.

Parking Survey
Parking in the village is an issue that frequently gets
raised with us and there are no obvious solutions.
Following a request from the WI, the Residents’
Society agreed to consider the merits of limiting the
time that people are able to park on the Green. As
a first step, we undertook a parking survey in March
to find out more about who parks on the Village
Green, why and for how long.

In the past few months, we have made detailed
comments on plans for new housing on the site of
Hooton Road Service Station and at the request
of residents have raised concerns with the
Council about the activities on the two fields on
the corner of Hooton Road and Heath Lane.
A monthly planning report, detailing the
applications made and our submissions to the
Council Planning Department is available on our
website.

How Can I Get Involved?
If there is a particular issue you would like to raise,
the first 15 minutes of each meeting is open to any
resident to discuss issues with us. Residents are
also welcome to attend the rest of our meetings,
as observers. Please contact us if you would like
to attend.
You can also contact us through the ‘Contact Us’
page on the our website. Alternatively, you can
write to us c/o The Chair, 11 The Courtyard,
Willaston CH64 2UT.
We keep a list of volunteers that we contact
periodically if there are roles that we need people
to fill or one-off opportunities for volunteering in
the village. If you would like to help out, in big
ways or small, let us know and we will add you to
our volunteering list.

Website: willastoninwirralresidents.org

The majority of people (80%) park for less than an
hour on the Green, mainly to visit local shops or to
go to local events. Only 8% park for more than
three hours Our observations were that parking on
the Green is largely self-regulated and there are
spaces for the majority of the time. There are
occasional problems but these are neither persistent nor consistent.

Footpath Improvements
The Residents’ Society has been working with
the Community Payback Team (CPT) to
improve the footpath between Elm Green and
the Recreation Ground. The path is regularly
used by children and parents going to and from
school and the nettles and brambles were
encroaching across the path which hindered
people walking along it. The CPT spent a day
cutting back the plants to clear the path.
The remaining nettles have been treated with
safe weed killer and woodchip will be laid to
restrict re-growth. In time we hope to put in
alternative plants in keeping with the natural
surrounding area.

In addition, whilst 85% of people did not think they
would be impacted by restricted parking, concerns
were expressed that this could move the problem
elsewhere in the village, rather than resolve it. We
have therefore decided not to take any further steps
and will not be asking the Council to restrict parking
on the Green.
We are very grateful to our volunteers, committee
members and members of the WI for helping us
with this survey.
Problems with illegal parking can be reported to the
Council via their website or by ringing Streetscene
on 0300 123 7026.

Play Area
We will shortly be working with the Council to install two further pieces of
equipment in the play area – a roundabout and a wooden tractor. This
will use money that we have raised and need to spend by end March 2018. We then intend
to fund-raise for the final piece of equipment we wish to install – a large climbing unit suitable for older
children.

We are now on
Facebook
Keep up with everything going on in
Willaston by following us on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/willastonresidents/

In Brief
Residents’ Soceity AGM

Friday 29th September at 7.30pm at
Willaston Memorial Hall. Your chance to let
us know your views and find out what is
going on in Willaston.

Royal British Legion

The Willaston Services Club, which uses
the Legion building and pays rent to them,
will cease to operate in August. It is
currently unclear what this means for the
building. We will be raising concerns with
the Legion locally and nationally, including
security when the site is not used, what will
happen to the artefacts such as the Roll of
Honour currently stored there and the
potential loss of a village facility.

Willaston Memorial Hall
The Memorial Hall will be undergoing a
programme of internal improvements this
Summer. These include redecoration, the
installation of new radiators and new
carpet and curtains. In addition, the sound
system is being improved, Wi-Fi installed
and the external CCTV improved.

Willaston Surgery

A tender is currently being held for new
contractors to provide services at the G.P.
surgery. The deadline for tenders is 2nd
August and the contract is expected to be
awarded in early September.
It is
expected that the new provider will take
over on 30th October 2017. The Patient
Participation Group will be meeting on 4th
September at the Memorial Hall.

Useful Contact Numbers

There is a list of useful local contact
numbers, including Council departments
on our website. Scroll to the bottom of the
home page to access it.

http://willastoninwirralresidents.org.

Councillor’s
Column

.

Cllr Myles Hogg writes:
It continues to be my privilege to serve
you as your local councillor on
Cheshire West and Chester Council. I have a £5,000
Community Fund to allocate to worthwhile local projects
so please contact me with your proposals.
Highways matters such as speeding vehicles, the
condition of roads and pavements etc. continue to fill my
intray. I have arranged a meeting with the new Highways
Officer, Kay Parry and members of the Residents’
Society at their meeting in September to discuss our list
of priorities and requests.
A traffic survey is imminent to chart how many Heavy
Goods Vehicles are using our village as a through route.
‘Unsuitable for HGVs’ signs are being erected at the
A540 junctions with Hanns Hall Road and Damhead
Lane to deter their movements along those routes into
our village.
The dates of my monthly surgeries continue to be
published on the village notice boards. You can also
email: myles.hogg@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk or
contact me on: 0151 327 4096 or lease keep in touch. I
will do my best to assist you.

Dog Fouling
We regularly receive comments about dog fouling.
Please pay attention to what your dog is doing and make
sure you clear it up. If you are aware of persistent
offenders, you can contact the Council, on-line or by
ringing 0300 123 8 123. They will speak to individuals
and ultimately prosecute persistent offenders. If you are
able to provide photos, that is a great help.

Festival Society
Sadly, the Festival planned for 2018 will not be taking
place as the committee does not have enough key
volunteers to put on a large-scale event. The society is
still hoping to put on another Christmas Tree Festival
however.
If you would be interested in supporting a future Festival
by taking on roles such as Services Co-ordinator
(overseeing all the items like PA system, toilets,
marquees etc); Community Event Co-ordinator (booking
and overseeing all the stalls and activities) or Exhibition
Co-ordinator (planning and pulling together the
exhibitions), please contact the Festival Society’s Chair,
Paul Janvier on 0151 327 4026.

Hadlow Road Station
Friends of Hadlow Road
Station
Friends of Hadlow Road Station was formed as a
separate entity in 2015 by the Residents’ Society in
response to the Willaston Community Development
Plan which highlighted the need to improve this
tourist facility.
The Friends have set up the
Station café which runs twice a
month during the summer with up
to 130 customers visiting for a
bacon batch, toasted teacake and
hot drink.
A programme of refurbishments have recently been
carried out by the Friends including painting the
crossing gates in white (back to their original colour)
and
regular tidy-up days are held. Currently the
red GPO Telephone Kiosk has been removed to be
refurbished off-site at a cost of £4500. This is
expected to be back in September. Funding is now
being sought to replace the rotten wooden railway
track sleepers and to extend the track to the original
platform length.
A new audio-visual, showing the history of the
station, along with the refurbishment activities undertaken by the Friends will be installed in the waiting
room shortly.
Following the success of the Santa’s Grotto in 2016,
this event is planned to be repeated on Sunday 10th
December 2017. Tickets are expected to sell out
very quickly!
http://willastoninwirralresidents.org/
friends-of-hadlow-road-station-2/
Friends Of Hadlow Road Station

Minor Vandalism
There have recently been problems with stones
being thrown around the station and chipping the
newly painted bins. Please discourage children from
doing this and be aware that the area has CCTV.

The Station Master’s House
The Station Master’s house comprises the
area on the station that includes the house,
yard, garage and two outbuildings. It does
not include the public area. This used to be
the offices for the Council’s Ranger service
but that service was relocated in 2015. At
the beginning of the year, the buildings were
put up for lease by the Council. The Station
Master’s House Action Group was
established to put together an expression of
interest to run this as a community facility, at
a peppercorn rent, which would include an
education resource linked to the Wirral Way.
A petition had a lot of support from the
village and users of the Wirral Way.
This proposal was not accepted by the
Council and the buildings will be leased
commercially to a family run business
providing craft classes/workshops and café
from the house. They have met the Friends
group to begin to identify how both organisations can work together effectively.

Did You Know?
The Hooton to West Kirby railway opened
on 1st October 1866;
Passenger services stopped on 17th
September 1956 but it continued to be used
for freight until 7th May 1962;
The station is designated by English
Heritage as a Grade II listed building;
The Wirral Way, from Hooton to West Kirby
is 12 miles long.

